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Abstract

The founder of Fo Guang Shan Monastery of Taiwan, Venerable Hsing Yun, deeply
realizes the music’ s great evangelic function and has long been promoted Buddhist music.
From 1979, Venerable Hsing Yun began to hold modern Buddhist musical concerts. He
combines the performance of traditional Buddhist liturgical chants with Chinese orchestra,
Western symphony, and ancient Chinese Dunhuang music and dance. He thus moves the
monastic performance of liturgical chants on to the stage. In addition, Venerable Hsing
Yun greatly encourages people to compose modern Buddhist songs to popularize Chinese
Buddhist music. By so doing, he hopes to truly practice engaged Buddhism. This thesis
discusses the shift of musical presentation from the liturgy to the stage, and traces the

impact of this shift in the domains of monastery, society, and Buddhist doctrinal practice.

Keywords : liturgical chants, Buddhist Musical Concerts, Fo Guang Shan Monastery,

Stage
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